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CHIRICAHUA APACHE
The United States have a very ugly history that many would rather forget or try to make right. Chiricahua Apache is an Indian tribe that had settlements in the Dragoon Mountains. They then moved to New Arizona in Mexico before starting a war with the US military which ended with the Apache tribe imprisonment in Florida then latter to Oklahoma. During the cold War, United States was at war with the Soviet Union. This however was not a normal weapon and military war but a war of economic competition and trade restrictions. Given that the Soviet Union were allies with the US during the World War II one would not have expected there to be any war between these countries. The US engaged itself in splitting up USSR by supporting those countries who wanted to get their freedom by supplying them with weapons. Whenever USSR invaded a country the US government would finance the invaded country and help it fight against invasion.
The Chiricahua Apache tribe was faced with invasion to their land by Mexicans, White Settlers, ranchers, farmers, miners and the US government. They had fought relentlessly to stop this invasion for over 35 years. Geronimo was the tribe’s medicine man and it was said that he could see the future and had led the tribe to resist invasion. The film shows how the small tribe engaged in the war with the US government sometimes ten times their number. But due to tactics and the knowledge of their territory, Geronimo was never caught. The way the US military conducted this war was in humane as they used too much power to fight just a peaceful and small tribe that did not have sophisticated weaponry. The fact that others too were trying to also gain entry must have been overwhelming for the Chiricahua tribesmen.
The US army was led by General Nelson Miles and General George Crook. This film detailed how General Crook’s army had more Apaches warriors. Due to previous failure of the regular army to capture Geronimo, the army had to seek assistance from the Apaches who were familiar with the terrain, Geronimo was captured then escaped and was recaptured in 1886. The felt further explains that the reason why Apache helped the US government capture Geronimo was because they were not pleased with Geronimo’s resistance for they thought it would ruin the tribe. After the surrender of Geronimo, the freedom fighters, and the whole of Apache tribe including the ones who had helped captured Geronimo were loaded into Lorries and resettled in Florida then to Oklahoma. The Apache children were taken away from their mothers and forced to change their dressing before being taken to white schools, Kentucky, 2011).
In this film we can see the white superiority complex that their culture is superior and should be forced down the throats of anyone who was not white. Other Apache people in Oklahoma were taken to Oklahoma and forced to be farmers. Some chose to remain there since they were tired of war. It is also sad to see that the US government broke the commitment to the Apache scouts who helped them look for and capture Geronimo by imprisoning them too with the rest of the tribe just like they did to USSR. The US government mistreated this tribe that was living their life peacefully.
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