3

Running Head: AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
Name:
Number:
University:
Tutor:
Date:

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
Describe the United States' attitude towards Native Americans after the Civil War, and using specific examples.

Before the civil war, Native Americans owned land on the US but after the civil war, the United States forced them out of their land into reserves and they tried to change their culture so that they could be assimilated in the mainstream America. The Blackfoot, Sioux, Cheyenne and the Comanche tribes practiced hunting and gathering in the high plains in America. The invasion of their land introduced diseases that killed many Native Americans while at the same time more wildlife could be killed using sophisticated weaponry. Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce Indian tribe managed to lead his tribe farther from the United States army but he surrendered in 1877. The Whites invaded their land and forced them to work for a living in their farms. Attempts to introduce white culture to the Native Americans saw the approval of funding for Native schools where Native Americans could educate their children. Post Civil War effects saw the reduction of the population of the Native Americans.
2. Was the Civil War fought over States rights, Slavery or both issues? Consider the issues leading up to the war as well as events during it.
The issue on slavery was the main reason why the southern stated declared their independence from the northern states, (Dudziak, 2010). This is because the northern states did not practice slavery and the federal government had promised to ensure that slave trade was abolished. Fears in the Southern states where slavery was still legal, that the federal government would succeed in enacting laws abolishing slavery and the northern states that slavery power was already in government, brought about conflict in the late 1850’s. The issue caused many parties like the Republicans, Free Soil Party and the Constitutional Union to be formed while others like Democratic Party collapsed. Democratic Party split between the south and north finished the union existing between the two factions. The southern states were worried that if slavery was abolished, its economy would suffer because it largely depended on slaves’ production in the plantations. These states chose to declare independence and form the Confederacy.
3. Pretend you are living during the Civil War. Describe your life. You can be a soldier, slave, woman or leader! Need more details.
Life of a woman during the Civil War

The daily routine for us women during the war began with prayers. Religion was an important part in our lives as we often prayed that this war would end. The day was spent sewing clothes for the soldiers who had no one taking care of them during the time of war. Considering that women stayed at home looking after the children and homes while our husbands fought, soldiers would send us to mail their letters to their families. Sometimes we would host soldiers in our homes where we provided them with food and shelter during nights. It was important that we kept abreast with the events of the war to know which side was winning. Life worrying of our safety and that of our families was difficult but we had to remain as pillars of the community.
4. In your opinion, was the Civil War and Reconstruction a success for African Americans? Why or why not?
The Civil War and Reconstruction were a success for African Americans. This is because the wars resulted into Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln where all men were considered equal. This declaration meant that slaves in the southern states would be free men. This brought about equality where the African Americans could engage in economic matters apart from working in plantations. African Americans comprised a third of the population in the states where slavery was legal meaning that they were more than slave owners.  Another advantage was that the Black Americans in the south could move freely to the northern states due to the status of the federal government that allowed free movement of persons and goods across states.  
REFERENCES
Dudziak, M. L (2010) Law, war and the history of time. California Law Review. 98(5), 1669-1701.
